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MERCANTILE DIVISION

Coal and Coke

A license is required by the Rhode Island Department of Labor and Training, Mercantile Division, for wholesale or retail
sale of coal or coke in a quantity of over one thousand pounds (1,000 lbs.). Licenses expire each year on November 30.

One main office and yard office license is $48.00 annually; additional branch office licenses are $24.00 annually.
Inspectors regularly check for short-weight or unsatisfactory delivery.  (G.L.  5-4-1)

Scales

All scales used in commercial transactions shall meet the requirements of the National Institute of Standards and
Technology Handbook 44.  Said scales shall be tested for compliance by a Certified Sealer of Weights and Measures
before a scale can be placed into service.  Owners of large capacity scales must have a Certified Sealer present when a
service company is performing a calibration test if the owner requires an approval seal for the scale.  Scales must be
duly tried and sealed once every six (6) months.  Sale of products from a scale which is not sealed is a violation of law.

 A device equipped with a primary indicating element and used in retail trade, except a prepackaging, check-weighing,
or prescription scale, shall be so positioned that its indications may be accurately read and the weighing or measuring
operation may be observed from some reasonable “customer” position.  The permissible distance between the
equipment and a reasonable customer position shall be determined in each case upon the basis of the individual
circumstances, particularly the size and character of the indicating element.  Weight indication shall be shown on the
customer’s side of the computing scales when these are used for direct sales to retail customers.

Gasoline Measuring Devices

Gasoline measuring devices must meet the requirements of the National Institute of Standards and Technology
Handbook 44 and be approved by a Certified Sealer of Weights and Measures before said devices can be placed into
service. Devices must be tried and sealed as prescribed by law. Sale of gasoline from a device which is not sealed is a
violation of law.

Precious Metals Sales

Companies involved in the buying or selling of precious metals, at retail, shall first be licensed by the Treasurer’s Office
and shall be required to have their scales sealed annually by the Certified Sealer of Weights and Measures of the
Town/City where their business is located.  An applicable fee shall be charged.

State Sealer

Duties  -  The Director of Labor and Training, as Sealer of Weights, Measures and Balances, shall have the custody and
control of the standards received from the United States, and shall oversee the duties performed by the Town and City
Sealers of Weights and Measures.

Said Sealers shall receive annual training and their equipment shall be tested and sealed at a recognized Metrology
Laboratory.

The Director may test any weights, measures, instruments, or mechanical devices of any kind used in standardizing the
production of any manufactured article or at the request of any law enforcement agency. (G.L.47-1-2)
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Test Tank Trucks and Rack Meters

Every tank truck owner is required by law to have the compartments of his/her truck calibrated once every three (3)
years and the meters thereon tested at least once a year by the Director of Labor and Training.  The fee for testing
compartments is 1.8 cents per gallon.  Testing and sealing of vehicle truck meters is $9.60; $18.00 for testing and sealing
of top loading rack meters; and $24.00 for testing and sealing of bottom loading rack meters.  Said testing shall be done
on an annual basis as mandated by law. (G.L.  47-15-7)

Truth in Packaging

Any commodity when sold, offered or exposed for sale in containers must have the net weight, volume or count plainly
marked in contrasting color on the main or principle label, as well as the name of the packer and trademark.   This
legislative Act also controls slack filled and deceptively shaped packages. (G.L.47-15-7)

Petroleum Dealers License

Any company involved in the delivery of #2 fuel oil shall be licensed by the Mercantile Division; said fee for license is
one hundred dollars ($120), to be renewed annually. (G.L.47-8-8)




